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The Bayly building defines a prominent corner at the intersection of High Street and 

Court Lane, formerly known as Market Street during the mid nineteenth century. Court 

Lane has been lined historically by professional offices, typically small single-story 

frame structures intended for attorneys or physicians. This corner building dates largely 

from the early 1890s following the death of Dr. Alexander Hamilton Bayly, who 

inherited the property from his father, Josiah Bayly, in 1846. Prior to Bayly ownership of 

the corner lot, it was the location of the office of Dr. Arthur Rich. 

The sequence of maps published for Cambridge between the Lake, Griffing, and 

Stevenson atlas in 1877 and the series of Sanborn Insurance maps from 1885 to 1930 

indicate various improvements on the property over the course of fifty years. Small 

single-story buildings are located on the lot in 1877 and 1885, but by 1896 the extant 

building had been erected in its two-story form. The construction of the jerkinhead 

roofed office building apparently coincides with the 1892 death of Dr. Bayly, who left 

his "offices" to his son Alexander Hamilton Bayly, Jr. The original plan of the 

commercial block included a line of two or three separate offices, presumably with 

separate entrances opening onto Court Lane. By 1916, however, the building had been 

altered with a single, centrally positioned entrance and corresponding center staircase. 

Evidently, during the first decade of the twentieth century neighborhood discord 

prompted the construction of twenty foot high "spite walls" along the back of the 

building to shield the view to the northeast. The Bayly building remained under family 
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ownership until a case was filed in Dorchester County Circuit Court in December 1929 

forcing the sale of the property the following year to Carlton M. Dunn, who with his 

wife Mary Lee, resided in the Bryan-LeCompte house next door. Carlton and Mary Lee 

Dunn held title to the office block until 1944. 
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Maryland Historical Trust Inventory No. D-355 

Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

other 

2 Location 
street and number 

city, town 

county 

3. Owner of 
name 

street and number 

city, town 

Bayly Building 

513 Cour t Lane 

Cambr idge 

Dorchester 

Property (give names and mailing addresses of all 

513 A g a i n , L L C 

1 Court Lane 

Cambr idge state 

4. Location of Legal Description 

M D 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County C le rk o f Cour t 

city, town Cambridge tax map M a p 301 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 

owner 

liber 

tax parcel 4 

telephone 

zip code 

M L B 742 

not for publication 

vicinity 

21613 

folio 348 

tax ID number 7-130600 

Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

QttlfiC 

6. Classification 

Category Ownership Current Function 
district public agriculture 

x building(s) x private commerce/trade 
structure both defense 
site domestic 
object education 

funerary 
government 
health care 
industry 

Resource Count 
landscape Contributing Noncontributing 
recreation/culture 1 buildings 

x religion sites 
social structures 
transportation objects 
work in progress 1 Total 
unknown 
vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources 
other: previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description Inventory No D-355 

Condition 

_ excellent 
x good 

fair 

_ deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

The Bayly building, erected around 1893, is a two-story, seven-bay by one-room brick-veneered frame 
structure located on the northeast corner of the intersection of High Street and Court Lane next to the 
Dorchester County Courthouse complex in the center of Cambridge, Dorchester County, Maryland. 
Identified with a street address of 513 Court Lane, the building faces southwest with the jerkinhead 
gable roof oriented on a northwest/southeast axis. Built during the late 19th century, the building was 
sheathed with a brick veneer during the mid twentieth century. 

The southwest (main) elevation is marked by a center entrance and three two-over-two replacement 
sash to each side. The center bay projects slightly from the plane of the adjacent wall surfaces, and the 
bay is topped by cross-gable roof. Currently under renovation, the front entrance has been modified 
with the installation of a temporary construction door. At the sides of the wide opening the edges of 
the weatherboard siding is visible. The edge of the main roof is finished with an extended eave with 
open soffits typical of late nineteenth century. Piercing the roofline of the asphalt shingle roof are two 
internal brick stove chimneys. 

The northwest gable end is a single bay wide with a replacement two-over-two sash window marking 
the first and second stories. The end of the building is distinguished by a jerkinhead or clipped gable 
roof finish with an extended eave and open soffits. The end bargeboard has a modest sawn decoration. 
The southeast gable end is largely covered by an adjacent single-story office. The upper end of the 
gable end, however, is not covered and reveals the frame construction of the original building. Part of 
the wall retains an asphalt shingle sheathing . 

The northeast (rear) wall is marked by a series of two-over-two sash windows lighting the first and 
second floors. The roof edge is finished in the same way as the rest of the house with an extended eave 
and an open soffit. 

The interior has been thoroughly gutted in the process of renovation. 



8. Significance Inventory No. D-355 

Period 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
archeology 

x architecture 
_ art 

commerce 
_ communications 
_ community planning 

conservation 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

National Register 

Check and 

_ economics 
education 
engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

justify below 

_ health/medicine 
industry 
invention 
landscape architecture 
law 

_ literature 
_ maritime history 

military 

Architect/Builder 

Maryland Register 

_ performing arts 
_ philosophy 
_ politics/government 

religion 
science 

_ social history 
_ transportation 

other: 

x not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The Bayly building defines a prominent corner at the intersection of High Street and Court Lane, 
formerly known as Market Street during the mid nineteenth century. Court Lane has been lined 
historically by professional offices, typically small single-story frame structures intended for attorneys 
or physicians. This corner building dates largely dates from the early 1890s following the death of Dr. 
Alexander Hamilton Bayly, who inherited the property from his father, Josiah Bayly in 1846.' Prior to 
Bayly ownership of the corner lot, it was the location of the office of Dr. Arthur Rich. The sequence 
of maps published for Cambridge between the Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson atlas in 1877 and the 
series of Sanborn Insurance maps from 1885 to 1930 indicate the various improvements on the property 
during the course of fifty years. Small single-story buildings are located on the lot in 1877 and 1885,2 

but by 1896 the extant building was erected in its two-story form. The construction of the jerkinhead 
roofed office building apparently coincides with the 1892 death of Dr. Bayly, who left his "offices" to 
his son Alexander Hamilton Bayly, Jr. The original plan of the commercial block included a line of 
two or three separate offices, presumably with separate entrances opening onto Court Lane. By 1916, 
however, the building had been altered with a single, centrally located office entrance with a 
correpsonding central staircase.4 Evidently, during the first decade of the twentieth century neighborly 
discord prompted the construction of twenty foot high "spite walls" along the back of the building to 
shield the view to the northeast. The Bayly building remained under family ownership until a case was 
filed in Dorchester County Circuit Court in December 1929 forcing the sale of the property the 

1 Dorchester County Will Book, THH 1/124, Last Will and Testament of Josiah Bayly, Written 24 November 1837, proved 
20 August 1846. 
2 John L. Graham, ed. The 1877 Atlases and Other Early Maps of the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Wicomico Bicentennial 
Committee, 1976, p. 77.; Sanborn Insurance Map, August 1885, Library of Congress. 

P 
Dorchester County Will Book, JWF 1/346, Last Will and Testament of Dr. Alexander Hamilton Bayly, Written 18 February 1892, 
roved 18 March 1892. 
Sanborn Insurance Map, January 1916, Library of Congress. 
Sanborn Insurance Map, July 1906. Library of Congress. 
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following year to Carlton M. Dunn, who resided in the Bryan-LeCompte house next door.6 Carlton and 
Mary Lee Dunn held title to the office block until 1944.7 

Bayly Building 
513 Court Lane 
Cambridge, Maryland 

Chain-of-title 

MLB 742/357 

5.9.2006 

262/279 

Edward Daniel Brannock 
Virginia W. Brannock 

to 

513 Again, LLC 

Sewell R. Matthews 

to 

6.1.1990 Edward D. Brannock 

PLC 235/124 Sewell R. Matthews 

to 

5.13.1985 Sewell R. Matthews 
H. Virginia Matthews 

6 Dorchester County Land Record, JFD 26/100, 1 August 1930. 
7 Dorchester County Land Record, RSM 49/579, 12 July 1944. 
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RSM 62/375 

4.25.1947 

First Building Loan Association 

to 

Frederick P. McBriety 
Lucille H. McBriety 

RSM 49/579 

7.12.1944 

Mary Lee Dunn 
Carlton M. Dunn 

to 

Frederick P. McBriety 

"Bayly Building" High Street 1T and Court Lane 70' 

RSM 49/433 

5.29.1944 

J. Thomas Leonard 

to 

Mary Lee Dunn and Carlton M. Dunn 

Lot No. 1 
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RSM 49/432 

5.29.1944 

Mary Lee Dunn 

to 

Esther L. James 

JFD 26/100 

8.1.1930 

Henry Lloyd, Jr., trustee 

to 

Carlton M. Dunn 

Decree of Circuit Court, 10.29.1929, Mary P. Bayly 
Complainants and Margaret Bayly Goldsborough and others 
Defendants 

$3,250.00 

Will Book 
JFD 1/346 

Written 
2.18.1892 
Proved 
3.18.1892 

Last Will and Testament of Dr. Alexander Hamilton Bayly 

to 

Item First: I give and devise unto my eldest and dear son 
Josiah Washington Eccleston Bayly, "that house and lot and 
parcels of ground fronting on High, Church, and Mill Street 
in the town of Cambridge formerly owned and occupied by 
my later father the Honorable Josiah Bayly, formerly Attorney 
General of MD, now deceased, the larger portion of which I 
purchased of Robert L. Garrettson, trustee, 12.15.1859, 
FJH 4/519-520; 

Item Second: I give and devise unto my dear son Alexander 
Hamilton Bayly, Jr. all that lot or parcel of ground lying and^ 
Being on the North side of Mill Street; adjoining the residence 
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Name Bayly Building 
Continuation Sheet 
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Lot of ex-Governor Henry Lloyd containing two acres; I also 
give and bequeath to my said dear son Alexander Hamilton 
Bayly, Jr. 'all those offices and lot of ground which I now 
occupy for an office, which was conveyed to my late father 
Josiah Bayly, deceased, by Dr. Arthur Rich and wife situated 
on the corner of High Street and Court Lane 

Will Book 
THH 1/124 

Written 
11.24.1837 
Proved 
2.20.1846 

Last Will and Testament of Josiah Bayly 

to Alexander Hamilton Bayly 

large bequest; also all the office and lot or parcel of land sold 
and conveyed to me by Dr. Arthur Rich and wife situate lying 
and being on High and Market streets near the Court House 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. D-35 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 'A acre 
Acreage of historical setting 'A acre 
Quadrangle name Sharptown. MD-DEL Quadrangle scale: 1:24.000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

Chesapeake Country Heritage & Preservation 

Cedar Hill, P. O. Box 5 

Westover 

date 

telephone 

state 

7/11/2008 

410-651-1094 

Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 



D-355, Bayly Building 
513 Court Lane 1877 
Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson 



D-355,Bayly Building 
513 Court Lane 
Sanborn Insurance Map, 8.1885 
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513 Court Lane 
Sanborn Insurance Map, 5.1891 
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513 Court Lane 
Sanborn Insuranace Map, 8.1896 
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513 Court Lane 
Sanborn Insurance Map, 5.1901 
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513 Court Lane 
Sanborn Insurance Map, 7.1906 



D-355 Bayly Building 
513 Court Lane 
Sanborn Insurance Map, 1.1918 
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513 Court Lane 
Sanborn Insurance Map, 1.1930 



D-355, Bayly Building 
513 Court Lane 
Cambridge, MD Quadrangle, 1988 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
f o r t h e 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

1.' NAME 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2, LOCATION 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R ! 

513 C o u r t Lane 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cambridge 

3. CLASSIFICATION 
Mary land 

• 

C O U N T Y : 

D o r c h e s t e r 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

n District QJ Building 

• Sit* Q Structure 

D Object 

OWNERSHIP 

D Puo'le 

S Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

• In Process 

1 | Being Considered 

STATUS 

K ] Occupied 

Q Unoccupied 

• Preservotion work 
in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Y . i : 

Q3 Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More me Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

[29 Commercial 

I I Educational 

• Entertoi nment 

I 1 Government 

I I Industrial 

0 Military 

1 I Museum 

D Park 
Q Private Residence 

I I Religious 

• Scientific 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

1 I Comments 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

S . R. Mat thews 
S T R E E T ANO NUMBER: 

„ Hambrooks Blvd . 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

LOCATION OF LEGAL PESC^rPTtON 
Mary land 21613 

C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY O F D E E D S , E T C : 

D o r c h e s t e r County C o u r t h o u s e 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

206 High S t r e e t 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Cambr idge Mary land 21613 
T i t l e Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pa. # ) : L ibe r 1 6 2 / F o l i o 405 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F SURVEY: • Federal • State • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

C ITY OR TOWN: S T A T E : 
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7. #£SCR1?T,0N 

CONDITION 
• Excellent 

(Check One) 

0 Good • Fair • D.t.ri orated l~l Roint • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

J C Altered • Unaltered 

(Chech One) 

D Moved QJ Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T t ^D O R I G I N A L (it known) PHYSICAL . A P P E A R A N C E 

This building, v/hich probably dates to the first 
half of the 19th century, was originally a frame 
building, but has been covered with brick. The 
building consisted of only two rooms until in 1892. 
it was enlarged. It is now a two story building of 
seven bays with a gable roof. The gable on the 
east end is a jerkinhead gable. The center bay, 
in which the recessed front door is located, is a 
projecting pavilion with a gable above. There are 
two chimney, both set in from the end walls. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (check One or Mar* ae Appropriate.) 

• Pre-Columbian Q l o r t l Century 

• 15th Century D 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

Q C 19th Century 

n 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElS) (II Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E (Chack One or Mora a a Appropriate) 

Abor igino! 

• Prehistoric 

• Historic 

|~| Agriculture 

X Q Architecture 

• Art 
[~1 Commerce 

|~l Communications 

• Conservation 

[ I Education 

I 1 Engineering 

I I Industry 

Ql Invention 

l~l Londscope 

Architecture 

[~l Literature 

n Military 

• Music 

• Political 

• Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

L71 Science 

I 1 Sculpture 

I I Sociol/Human-

itorian 

• Theater 

[ I Transportation 

1 1 Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

History: 

This strip of land, sixteen and a half foot wide, 
was originally a part of Court Lane and as such 
extended from High Street to the creek. (Court Lane 
was until about 1852 known as Market Street, as it 
ran by the original Market House of Cambridge which 
stood on High Street on the northeast corner of the 
courthouse lot, until the courthouse burned down in 
1851.) Under an Act of Legislature, the Commissioners 
of Cambridge were empowered to sell or lease a part 
of Market Street, and in March 1811, they conveyed 
said strip of land sixteen and a half feet in width 
to William Bond Martin, a prominent lawyer in his 
day and later judge of the circuit court. The price 
paid was $165. In December 1819, Judge Martin sold 
to Dr. Arthur Rich one half of this strip extending 
to the back gate of the adjoining property for $300. 
In August 18 33, Dr. Rich sold the same property to 
Hon. Josiah Bayly for $420. Josiah Bayly left the 
property to Dr. Alexander H. Bayly, who in turn left 
it to Alexander H. Bayly, Jr. Clement Sullivane 
assumes that it was Dr. Rich who built the original 
office on this property. The building consisted of 
two rooms until Alexander H» Bayly enlarged it in 
1892. 

Significance: 

This building is part of an attractive row of 
small office buildings on Court Lane, which all date 
to sometime in the mid 19th century. These buildings 
are significant as some of the earliest surviving 
commercial structures in Cambridge. 

D-355 
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{». MAJOR BtBUOGRAPHtCAl REFERENCES" 

Col. Clement Sullivane, article reprinted in the 
Daily Banner, May 7, 1925 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 

N E 

SE 

sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T v 

O F LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • • 

LONGI T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • » 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

H. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND T I T L E : 

Catherine L. Moore 
ORG ANI Z A T I O N 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Route 3f Box 32 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cambridge Maryland 
*.&. State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local • 

Signature 



513 Court Lane 
Cambridge, Maryland PLC 182/405 

The original part of this structure was built between 1811 and 1837. 

It served as a doctor's and lawyer's office throughout the nienteenth c 

century. In 1833, Josiah Bayly acquired this lot and present day 511 

Court Lane. In 1842, he sold the latter portion to his son-in-law, 

Joseph E. Muse, Jr., Josiah Bayly willed the office to his son, 

Dr. Alexander Hamilton Bayly, who used it as his office. Dr. Bayly's 

son Edgar inherited the office in 1892 and added to the original. 

The building is significant as one of the earliest professional 

offices in Cambridge, but the original architecture has been altered 

completely. 

Sources: 

Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 

Land Records. 

Will Records. 

Clement Sulivane, typescript of article in Cambridge Daily Banner, 

May 7, 1925. 

Research by: 

Terrance P. Walbert 

1976. 
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Office Building 
513 Court Lane 
Cambridge 
Cambridge Quad. 
Dorchester Co. 
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